Genitourinary imaging: the past 40 years.
During the past 40 years, there has been a dramatic evolution in genitourinary imaging. This evolution has resulted in fundamental changes in the subspecialty. Uroradiology initially focused on radiographic imaging of the urinary tract and was practiced primarily by urologists. After the development of safe intravenous contrast materials, radiologists who focused on the urinary tract and worked closely with urologists forged major advances in urinary tract imaging and intervention. More recently, imaging of the extraurinary genital organs has been added to the subspecialty. Cross-sectional imaging techniques have supplanted radiographic imaging for both urinary and genital imaging. The emergence of the cross-sectional techniques, however, has blurred the traditional organ system-based distinction between gastrointestinal radiology and genitourinary radiology, as both organ systems are imaged simultaneously, and has resulted in a new amalgamation, abdominal radiology, with roots in both specialties. The challenge for the new generation of abdominal radiologists, trained predominantly in cross-sectional techniques, will be to maintain the close interaction with our clinical colleagues that the traditional organ system orientation fostered.